
Please refer to the specific marking guidance on page 2 when applying this marking grid. 

AO3 = bullet point 1 AO5 = bullet point 2 
Level Mark Descriptor (AO3, AO5) 

0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–4 Recalls information/descriptive 

• Uses a highly-descriptive approach and there is little awareness of
the significance and influence of contexts. 

• Has explanatory approach to reading texts. Shows little
awareness of different interpretations. 

Level 2 5–9 General understanding/exploration 
• Makes general points supported by examples, though not always

securely. Has a general awareness of the significance and 
influence of contextual factors. 

• Offers straightforward explanations with general awareness of
different interpretations. 

Level 3 10–14 Clear understanding/exploration 
• Offers clear points supported by examples. Shows clear

understanding of contextual significance and influence. 
• Shows clear understanding of different interpretations and

alternative readings of texts. 
Level 4 15–19 Consistent application/exploration 

• Deals in a consistent way with how context is significant and
influential. Able to explore links in a detailed way. 

• Displays consistent analysis of different interpretations and
alternative readings to texts. 

Level 5 20–24 Discriminating application/exploration 
• Displays an evaluative approach. Deals in a discriminating way

with the significance and influence of contextual factors. 
• Evaluates different interpretations and alternative readings of

texts and explores these confidently. 

You must have:
prescribed texts (clean copies)

Paper Reference

Turn over     

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.

• Answer one question.

•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  
– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 44. 

•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 
– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

Childhood

Texts 
Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew, Henry James; Hard Times, Charles Dickens 
Post-1900: Atonement, Ian McEwan; The Color Purple, Alice Walker

1 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present moments in 
childhood that have lasting consequences. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts 
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 1 = 44 marks)

OR

2 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the loss  
of innocence. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 2 = 44 marks)

3
S47531A

Turn over     

Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

Colonisation and its Aftermath

Texts 
Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
Post-1900: A Passage to India, E M Forster; The Lonely Londoners, Sam Selvon

3 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present characters 
of different backgrounds. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 3 = 44 marks)

OR

4 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the idea 
that colonisation results in greed. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 44 marks)
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Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

Crime and Detection

Texts 
Pre-1900: Lady Audley’s Secret, Mary Elizabeth Braddon; The Moonstone, Wilkie Collins 
Post-1900: In Cold Blood, Truman Capote; The Murder Room, P D James

5 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the 
methods of investigating crime. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 5 = 44 marks)

OR

6 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present suspicious 
behaviour. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 6 = 44 marks)

5
S47531A

Turn over     

Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

Science and Society

Texts 
Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; The War of the Worlds, H G Wells 
Post-1900: Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro; The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

7 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts attempt to make 
their stories believable. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 44 marks)

OR

8 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray the impact 
of science on social order.

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 44 marks)
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Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

The Supernatural

Texts 
Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde; Dracula, Bram Stoker 
Post-1900: The Little Stranger, Sarah Waters; Beloved, Toni Morrison

9 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts convey the threat or 
presence of death. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 9 = 44 marks)

OR

10 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of 
significant locations in their texts.

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 44 marks)

7
S47531A

Turn over     

Answer ONE question on your chosen texts. Write your answer in the space provided.

Women and Society

Texts 
Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë; Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy 
Post-1900: Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf; A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini

11 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray the 
experience of growing up. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 11 = 44 marks)

OR

12 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present difficulties 
in the lives of women. 

 In your answer you must consider the following:
 • the writers’ methods
 • links between the texts
 • the relevance of contextual factors.

(Total for Question 12 = 44 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 1  Question 2  Question 3  

 Question 4  Question 5  Question 6  

 Question 7  Question 8  Question 9  

 Question 10  Question 11  Question 12 

Please write the name of the texts you have answered the question on below: 

Text 1: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Text 2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 1  Question 2  Question 3  

 Question 4  Question 5  Question 6  

 Question 7  Question 8  Question 9  

 Question 10  Question 11  Question 12 

Please write the name of the texts you have answered the question on below: 
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Turn over     
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 44 MARKS

Paper 2 Mark scheme 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

1 Childhood 
Students may refer to the following in their answers: 
• comparison of how writers present moments of change, e.g. third-person

narrative of how Sissy is taken into the Gradgrind household compared with 
Walker’s use of first-person narrative to describe Nettie’s flight from Mr 
_____; Walker’s epistolary narrative; James’ use of the child’s point of view 

• times when children are coerced, e.g. Louisa marrying Bounderby; Celie
marrying Mr ____ – and the effect of these descriptions on readers 

• how writers present decisions: Maisie’s thoughts when deciding whether or
not to remain with her mother and Sir Claude; Briony’s thoughts when she 
decides to accuse Robbie of rape; Walker’s use of letters 

• comparison of how writers present abandonment, e.g. how James and
Dickens evoke sympathy for Maisie and Sissy 

• the social context of children’s rights at the time the novels were written
and how modern readers might react to them 

• the effects of misunderstanding, e.g. Briony witnessing and misconstruing
the love making of Robbie and Cecilia; Celie’s belief that Nettie is dead and 
the effect this has on her 

• what the texts reveal of the contexts of parenthood, marriage and the
status of children and attitudes towards them at the time and for modern 
readers 

• how writers present realisation of truth, such as the ways in which James
reveals Maisie’s increasing grasp of the situation around her. 

2 Childhood 
Students may refer to the following in their answers: 
• writers’ uses of narrators, including how reliable they are: Dickens’

intrusive narrator; James’ adoption of Maisie’s point of view and the ways 
this affects the reader’s understanding; Celie’s letter to God (and the 
changes in address in the course of the book) 

• whether the loss of innocence is sudden or gradual, e.g. for Dickens’ Tom
and Louisa and for James’ Maisie it is a gradual process, while for McEwan’s 
Briony, it is a sudden trauma 

• comparison of how writers present the causes of the loss of innocence:
direct, raw account in Celie’s first letter; James’ account of the divorce of 
Maisie’s parents and its complicated, drawn-out consequences 

• comparison of how writers present the effects of loss of innocence, e.g.
Louisa’s inner turmoil or Maisie’s astute assessment of her parents’ failings 

• how writers present the signs of loss of innocence, e.g. Dickens’ portrayal
of Tom’s dissipation, McEwan’s portrayal of the rift in the Tallis family 

• the significance of social/cultural context in the loss of innocence: what the
reactions of characters tell us about attitudes at the time, etc 

• consideration of whether the loss of innocence is in some way desirable,
e.g. idea that both Maisie and Celie become stronger and more assertive 

• how childhood is conceptualised as a time of innocence at the time of
writing the texts 

• how the loss of innocence is understood positively/negatively and how they
may be different today. 
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